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DMTRODUCTION 



Are you aware of the historical controversy between the 
Trinitarian and the Unitarian doctrines? Are you also aware that 
Islam offers the ultimate solution to such controversy? 

The Trinitarian controversy is one of the most crucial events 
in the annals of Christendom. World renown Christian historian Ed- 
ward Gibbon points out that the Trinitarian controversy, which raged 
particularly during the fotjrth century, has successively penetrated 
every part of the Christian world. 1 

On one hand, the Pauline Church (currently known as the 
Roman Catholic Church) has for centuries fought for the global ac- 
ceptance of the Trinitarian doctrine. The concept of Trinity is the 
nucleus of the Athanasian Creed which states that: 

"There is one person of the Father, another of the 
Son, and another of the Holy Ghost. But the Godhead of 
the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is all one; the 
Glory equal, the Majesty co-eternal... The Father is God, the 
Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is God. And yet they are 
not three Gods, but one God ... For like as we arc compelled 
by the Christian verity to acknowledge every person by him- 
self to be God and Lord, so are we forbidden by the 
Catholic religion to say there be three Gods, or three 
Lords." 



1 Edward Gibbon, The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Vol. II, ed. by J.B. 
Bury (New York; AMS Press Inc., 1974), p, 355. 

2 Ulfat Aziz-us-Samad, Islam and Christianity (Riyadh: Presidency of Islamic 
Research, Ifta and Propagation, 1984), p. 29. 



The nature of this creed has for centuries been so controver- 
sial and mysterious that even its own author, Athanasius of 
Alexand ha, one of the principal leaders of the Pauline church, failed 
to comprehend it. This champion of Trinity himself confessed that 
"Whenever he forced his understanding to meditate on the divinity 
of the Logos, his toilsome and unvailing efforts recoiled on them- 
selves; that the more he thought, the less he comprehended; and 
the more he wrote, the less capable was he of expressing his 
thoughts." 1 

The nature of the Trinity is so mysterious that, as Edward Gib- 
bon remarks, "as often as we deduce any positive conclusions from 
a negative idea, we are involved in darkness, perplexity, and in- 
evitable contradiction." 

On the other hand, the Apostolic Church has over the years 
advocated the belief in the Unity of God, and as such ruled out the 
deity of Jesus (peace be upon him). Among those who originally 
opposed the Trinitarian doctrine were the so-called Ebionites of 
Nazarcnes. They considered Jesus as the greatest of the pro- 
phets, endowed with supernatural virtues and power. 

The mysteries of the Christian faith were dangerously ex- 
posed to public debate when Arius, the champion of Apostolic 
Church, popularly confronted Bishop Alexander, the champion of 



1 Edward Gibbon. Vol II. op at . pp 360-361 

2 Ibid., p. 361 

3 According to Edward Gibbon, the Ebionites "ascribed to his person (Jesus) 
and to his future reign all the predictions of the Hebrew oracles which relate 
to the spiritual Messiah Some of them might confess that he was born of a 
virgin: but they obstinately rejected the preceding existence and divine 
perfections of the Logos, or Son of God .." Ibid., pp 358-359. . 



the Pauline Church. These two were in hot theological dispute for 
a period of six years - from 318 A.D. through 325 A.D. Arius, the 
disciple of Lucian of Antioch, the greatest critic of the Trinitarian 
doctrine, strongly advocated the view that God is absolutely One 
and alone Eternal. 1 Such Unitarian view, which conformed to the 
original teachings of Jesus and all other prophets (peace be upon 
them all), had definitely exposed the Trinitarian doctrine to a criti- 
cal, controversial state. This, however, did not stop the Pauline 
Church from gaining control of large part of Christendom. This 
happened for known reasons discussed elsewhere. The next sec- 
tion presents the historical background of the Trinitarian controver- 
sy. 



SOME HISTORICAL NOTES ON THE 
TRINITARIAN CONTROVERSY 

The Trinitarian view of Christianity came into being many 
many years after the disappearance of Jesus (peace be upon him). 
Undoubtedly, it was not professed by Jesus nor by the other 
prophets (peace be upon them all). As a matter of fact, the true fol- 
lowers of Jesus (peace be upon him) continued to affirm the One- 
ness of God until about 90 A.D. This belief in the Unity of God was 
manifested in the Shepherd of Hermas, which was written during 
this period and regarded as a book of revelation by the earlier Chris- 
tians. Aside from its precept on the Oneness of God, this scripture 
also contains other related commandments on -sincerity, truthful- 
ness, purity, patience, uprightness, piety and self-control. More 
specifically, the first of these commandments states: 



1 Muhammad Ata Ur Rahim, Jesus: Prophet of Islam (Riyadh: Presidency of 
Islamic Research, Ifta and Propagation, 1984), p. 105. 
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"First of all, believe that God is One and that He 
created all things and organized them out of what did not 
exist made all things to be, and He contains all things but 
alone is Himself uncontained. Trust Him therefore and fear 
Him and, fearing Him be self-controlled. Keep this com- 
mand and you will cast away from yourself all wickedness, 
put on every virtue of uprightness, and you will live to God if 
you keep this commandment." 

The Apostles' Creed "I believe in God the (Father) Almighty" 
began to be known to the earlier Christians in 120 A.D. The word 
father was, in fact, added to this creed only between 180 A.D. and 
210 A.D. A number of the Apostolic Church leaders condemned 
this innovation, for they found it abominable to inject new ideas into 
the original teachings of Jesus (peace be upon him). 

One of the early leaders of the Apostolic Church was 
Iranaeus, who succeeded Bishop Pothinus of Lyons in 177 A.D., 
after the latter's brutal murder. In 190 A.D., Iranaeus wrote to Pope 
Victor to stop the massacre of dissenting Christians whose belief 
did not agree with the doctrine of the Rome-based Pauline Church. 
Iranaeus believed in One God and supported the doctrine of the 
manhood of Jesus. 

Iranaeus and the rest of the early Unitarians abhorred the 
Trinitarian dogma, being a deviation from the pristine teachings of 
Jesus (peace be upon him). Prior to 200 A.D. the term "Trinity" 
(which is now the nucleus of the Christian tenets) was not at all 
known to the Pauline Church. Trinity was derived from the Latin 



1 EJ. Goodspeed, the Apostolic Fathers, 1950; quoted by Muhammad Ata Ur 
Rahman, op. cit., 1984, p. 46. 

2 Ibid., p. 7. 

3 Ibid., pp. 74-75. 






word Trinitas, which was first used by Tertullian in 200 A.D. to ex- 
plain in Latin ecclesiastical writings the strange doctrine .of the 
Pauline Church. Tertullian belonged to the African Church. He 
believed in the unity of God and identified Jesus with the Jewish 
Messiah. He opposed Pope Callistus for teaching that capital sin 
could be forgiven after doing canonical penance. Tertullian was the 
one who opened the way for a doctrine of salvation, at least partly 
by 'good works'. 1 

Indeed, those who belonged to the Apostolic Church ac- 
cepted the plain meaning of the words spoken by Jesus (peace be 
upon him), as embodied in the earlier scriptures. Without resorting 
to mysterious dogmas, they continued to uphold the article of faith 
"I believe in God, the Almighty" until 250 A.D 2 In his attempt to 
refute the Trinitarian view of Christianity, Lactaneus (orthodox 
father) wrote in 310 A.D, that "Christ never calls himself God." In 
320 A.D., Eusebius of Nicomedia wrote, "Christ teaches us to call 
his father the true God and to worship Him". 

These early Unitarian leaders were courageous enough to 
expose their views to refute the Trinitarian dogmas, in spite of the 
persecution campaign against them. Their real champion, however, 
was Arius who in 31 8 A.D. popularly opposed the Pauline view that 
Jesus was in reality the "Son of God" and "consubstantial and co- 
eternal with the father". One of the arguments propagated by Arius 
was: "If Jesus was in reality the 'Son of God', then it followed that 
the father must have existed before him (the son). Therefore, there 
must have been a time when the son (Jesus) did not exist. There- 
fore, it followed that the son was a creature composed of an es- 



1 A.M, Renwick, The Story.of the Church (Bristol; Inter-Varsity Press, 1977), p. 
41. 

2 Muhammad Ata Ur Rahim, op. cit., p. 7. 



sence or being which had not always existed. Since God is in es- 
sence Eternal and Ever^existent, Jesus could not be of the same es- 
sence as God." 1 In 321 A.D., Arius popularly confronted Bishop 
Alexander the forerunner of the Pauline Church. In refuting the 
Trinitarian belief, Arius argued that "God is absolutely One... God is 
alone ingenerate, alone eternal, alone without beginning, alone 
good , alone almighty, alone unchangeable and unalterable, and that 
his being is hidden in eternal mystery from the outward eye of every 
creature." 2 Four years later (in 325 A.D.), Emperor Constantine con- 
vened the First General Council at Nicea, now called Iznik, a Turkish 
village in north-west Asia Minor. This Council was attended by 31 8 
bishops from Spain to Persia. 3 Emperor Constantine allegedly 
aimed at reconciling the prelates (particularly Arius and Alexander) 
who were involved in the Trinitarian controversy. Bishop Alexander, 
however, could not attend this Ecumenical Council, so hedelegated 
Athanasius to represent him and the Fauline Church. Although 
the Council ratified the Trinitarian Creed, the pro-Arians continued 
to practice their own Unitarian views. 

In 380 A.D.,EmperorTheodosius of Rome madethe orthodox 
faith (the Trinitarian-based Catholic faith) obligatory for all his sub- 
jects, hence the state religion since then. 4 By 381, the Council of 
Constantinople, the Second General Council which was attended 
by 1 86 bishops, gave the finishing touch to the doctrine of three per- 
sons in one God. Emphatically, this Council asserted the godhead 
of the Holy Spirit. 5 By 383 A.D., Theodosius threatened to punish 

1 Muhammad Ata Ur Rahim, Jesus: Prophet of Islam, p. 88. 

2 Ibid., p. 105. 

3 A.M. Renwick, the Story of the Church (Bristol: Inter-Varsity Press, 1977), p. 54. 

4 Arend Th. Van Leeuwen, Christianity in World History: The Meeting of the 
Faiths of East and West, trans, by H.H. Hoskins (New York: Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1964), p. 275-276. 

5 A.M. Renwick The Story of the Church (Bristol: Inter-Varsity Press, 1977), p. 55. 



all who would not believe in the doctrine of Trinity. This threat, 
however, did not result in the total destruction of the Arian tenets; 
they have survived, and are still the foundation of the belief of many 
Unitarian Christians. 

In the 16th century, LF.M. Sozzini challenged John Calvin 
(the leader of the Protestant reformation in Switzerland) on the 
doctrine of Trinity. Sozzini denied the deity of Jesus and repudiated 
the original sin and atonement dogmas. 

Another outspoken critic of the Trinitarian doctrine during the 
16th century was Michael Servetus, who was regarded by many as 
"the founder of modern Unitarianism." 3 He lived at a time when the 
Roman Catholic Church was in chaos. This situation brought about 
the emergence of the Protestant reformists such as Martin Luther 
and John Calvin. Servetus, however, found the reformists' views 
fundamentally at variance with the teachings of Jesus (peace be 
upon him) - particularly that of the belief in the Unity of God. So, in 
1531 A.D., he published a book entitled 'The Errors of Trinity", in 
which he writes: 'The philosophers have invented a third separate 
being truly and really distinct from the other two, which they call the 
third Person, or the Holy Spirit, three beings in one nature.. ..Admit- 
ting therefore these three, which after their fashion they call Per- 
sons, they freely admit a plurality of beings, a plurality of entities, a 
plurality of essences, a plurality of substances, and taking the word 
God strictly, they will have a plurality of Gods." 4 Because of his 
relentless belief in the Oneness of God, Servetus was thrown into 

1 Muhammad Ata Ur Rahim, op. cit., p. 106. 

2 Lonsdale and Laura Ragg, ed. and trans, from the Italian MS in the Imperial 
Library at Vienna, The Gospel of Barnabas (Karachi: Begum Bawany Waqf, 
1986), p. xvi. 

3 Muhammad Ata Ur Rahim, op. cit., p. 119. 

4 quoted by Muhammad Ata Ur Rahim, op. cit., p. 1 17 



prison in Geneva on a charge of heresy. Subsequently, he was put 
to death slowly under the torment of fire. One of his followers, Cas- 
tello, expressed his feeling ostensibly in a melancholic tone: "To 
burn a man is not to prove a doctrine." 1 

In the 17th century, John Biddle (the leader of Unitarianism 
in England) published a pamphlet entitled: "Twelve Arguments 
Refuting the Deity of the Holy Spirit." 2 In 1645 A.D., Biddle was im- 
prisoned for his Unitarian view. Later he was summoned to appear 
before the Parliament, but he firmly denied the deity of the Holy 
Spirit. In 1648 AD., a "severe ordinance" was passed stating that 
"anyone who denied the Trinity, or the divinity of Jesus, or the Holy 
Spirit, would suffer death without the benefit of the clergy." 

In today's modern world, those who cling to the Trinitarian 
doctrine identify themselves as Christians largely to quench their 
thirst for religion. Most of them do not deny the mysterious nature 
of the Trinity, which is devoid of human logic and scientific explana- 
tion. This emanates from the hard fact that it was the masterpiece 
of Athanasius! In other words, it was a human innovation of the 
worst kind, which is nothing but blasphemy against God and His 
Unitarian attribute. Unfortunately, most of the Christians are not 
even aware that such a mysterious doctrine was so controversial 
for many centuries, particularly during the reign of Emperor Con- 
stantine. Many Christians only know Constantine as a "hero". Let 
it be known, however, that Constantine - largely due to political con- 
sideration - was merely one of those who played roles of various 
sorts on the Trinitarian controversy. As a matter of fact, other Roman 
emperors and key religious leaders in Christendom - particularly 
during the fourth century - were involved in the Trinitarian crisis in 



1 Ibid., p. 116. 

2 Ibid., p. 142. 

3 Ibid. 
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oneway or another. How they got involved in this crisis is discussed 
in the next section. 



HOW CONSTANTINE, OTHER ROMAN 
LEADERS AND THE CLERGYMEN 
INFLUENCED THE TRINITARIAN 
DOCTRINE 

The Roman political leaders, since the time of Emperor Nero, 
had played one role or another in the Trinitarian crisis. One obvious 
case in point was that of Emperor Constantine who ratified the 
Trinitarian doctrine more than three hundred years after the disap- 
pearance of Jesus (peace be upon him). Constantine's role in the 
establishment of Trinity as a standard creed among Christians can 
not be undermined. Digging into his connection with the Christian 
clergy will also help unravel the paradox underlying the existence 
of Rome as the capital of Christendom. 

It is common knowledge that the Romans had for many years 
embarked on a persecution campaign against anybody who 
claimed to be a Christian, from the reign of Emperor Nero to that of 
Constantine. Gibbon says that "About fourscore years after the 
death of Christ, his innocent disciples were punished with death, by 
the sentence of a proconsul of the most amiable and philosophic 
character, and according to the laws of an emperor, distinguished 
by the wisdom and justice of his general administration. 1 The cruel 
punishment meted out to Cnristians in the tenth year of the reign of 
Emperor Nero was described by Gibbon as follows: 



1 Edward Gibbon, Vol, II, op. cit., p. 71. 
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They died in torments, and their torments were em- 
bittered by insults and derision. Some were nailed on cros- 
ses; others sewn up in the skin of wild beasts, and exposed to 
the fury of wild dogs; others again smeared over the com- 
bustible materials, were used as torches to illuminate the 
darkness of the night. The gardens of Nero were destined 
for the melancholy spectacle, which was accompanied with a 
horse race, and honoured with the presence of the emperor, 
who mingled with the populace in the dress and attitude of a 
charioteer. The guilt of the Christians deserved, indeed, the 
most exemplary punishments, but the public abhorrence was 
changed into commiseration, from the opinion that those 
unhappy wretches were sacrificed, not so much to the public 
welfare, as lo the cruelty of a jealous tyrant. Those who sur- 
vey, with a curious eye, the revolutions of mankind may ob- 
serve the gardens and circus of Nero on the Vatican, which 
were polluted with the blood of the first Christians, have 
been rendered still more famous by the triumph and by the 
abuse of the persecuted religion. 

During the reign of Emperor Diocletian, at least four known 
edicts of persecution against Christians were issued and all their 
churches were ordered burned. Although the emperor abdicated 
his throne in 305, "the persecution of the Christians continued for 
10 years, and nearly 2,000 of their leaders were executed." 

With all the inhumane treatment by the Romans against the 
early followers of Jesus, it is ostensibly paradoxical that Rome be- 
came the center of Christendom. The Romans themselves were the 



1 Ibid., pp. 91-92. 

2 Martin A. Larson and C. Stanley Lowell, The Religious Empire: The Growth 
and Danger of Tax-Exempt Property in the United States (Washington: Robert 
B, Luce Co., 1976), p. 12. 
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worst enemies of Jesus Christ, and they were the ones who alleged- 
ly crucified him. Indeed the Romans, particularly Emperor Con- 
stantine, had played a vital role in the founding of Rome as the cen- 
ter of Christendom. This was a clear political move by the Romans 
to maintain and expand their own empire, with a vast base of sub- 
servient subjects that would include the Christians. 

For the first time, in 308 A.D., the Roman world was divided 
in the hands of six emperors: in the West, Constantine and Maxen- 
tius affected to reverence theirfather Emperor Maximian; in the East, 
Licinus and Maximin honoured with more real consideration their 
benefactor Galerius. 1 During the reign of Emperor Constantine, 
therefore, the Roman world was plagued by internal civil strife, so 
he considered the quest for reunification of utmost importance. 
Moreover, his reign witnessed the disarray of the Christian world - 
with respect to various conflicting dogmas. History shows that 
Constantine himself was a very controversial figure. The Christians 
considered him the deliverer of the church, hence a hero. Others 
compared "Constantine to the most abhorred of those tyrants, who, 
by their vice and weakness, dishonoured the Imperial purple." 2 It 
is worth noting that Emperor Constantine himself fled from Rome, 
not because he was a champion of the Christian cause, but because 
he feared that his life and empire were in danger. Why? He was at 
first reported to be jealous of his eldest son, Crispus, who was the 
direct heir to the throne. Crispus, who was invested with the title of 
Caesar at the age of seventeen, became so popular by virtue of his 
military prowess and leadership that he engaged the affections of 
the court, the army, and the people. This dangerous popularity of 
Crispus soon excited the attention of Constantine, who was im- 
patient of a strong rival. Instead of securing the allegiance of his 



1 Edward Gibbon, Vol. I, op. cit.. p. 440. 

2 Edward Gibbon, Vol. II, op. cit., p. 214. 



son, the emperor resorted to a satanic move. Crispus was sub- 
sequently put to death, either by the hand of the executioner or by 
the more gentle operation of poison. 

Clearly, therefore, Constantine's lust for power led him to the 
extreme of committing a grievous crime by murdering his son. Prior 
to this, it was reportedly known that Crispus' stepmother, the 
Empress Fausta, had wanted one of her very own sons (namely: 
Constantine, Constantius and Constans) to succeed the emperor. 
These three, however, were not the direct heirs to the throne, so 
Empress' Fausta had a motive to kill Crispus, "whom she considered 
with reason as the most formidable rival of her own children." Ob- 
viously cognizant of this motive, Emperor Constantine reportedly 
manifested his repentance "only in acts of blood and revenge; and 
that he atoned for the murder of an innocent son, by the execution, 
perhaps, of a guilty wife." 3 One testimony, in this connection, states 
simply that "Constantine put to death his son and wife." Another 
testimony says that "Crispus was poisoned, Fausta suffocated by a 
hot bath." 4 

After the tragic murderof Empress Fausta, however, the situa- 
tion, turned to chaos, apparently beyond the expectation of Emperor 
Constantine. With his empire already on the brink of collapse be- 
cause of civil war and external threats, Constantine fled to Byzan- 






1 Ibid, p. 219-222. 

2 Ibid, p. 223. 

3 Ibid. 

4 See Appendix l^crtfr ;n v '3 Edward Gibbon, V<»l. It p. 587. 
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tium (later named Constantinople), where he met with unexpected 
success from the Pauline church. 

At Byzantium, Constantine was offered by the Pauline church 
to undertake penance, so he did. 2 Such privilege offered to a tyrant 
only manifested the looseness of Christian theological norms. If 
such norms tolerate anyone to be absolved from murder simply by 
making confession (which should be the case if clergymen do not 
resort to discrimination), then anyone could kill anybody else 
without being punished; and, subsequently, the society would be 
in chaos. In other words, the community adhering to those norms 
would appear as a big penal colony, composed of former convicts 
and other criminals, who by the grace of clergymen (!) carry the 
Christian identity. The churchmen, however, would certainly not 
welcome this view. But if Constantine escaped the penalty of his 
crimes, simply by accepting the clergymen's offer for public 
penance, why could not this hold true to others? The truth is that 
Constantine's penance was a special case and had, in fact, sen/ed 
a mutually dual purpose. On one hand, it apparently served the ul- 
terior motive of the Pauline church in terms of imperial protection 
and peace with the Romans. On the other hand, as Emperor Con- 
stantine was worried not only about the repercussions of the crime 
he committed back home, but also about the problems devastating 
the Roman empire (civil wars and the like), he collaborated with the 
Pauline clergymen, hoping that he would be able to win the loyalty 
of the Christians, which he needed most to unite his empire. Con- 



1 Muhammad Ata Ur Rahim, op. cit., p. 78. 

2 One source stated that, after Constantine murdered his son, and 
subsequently his wife, he repented; the Christian clergymen (apparently the 
priests of the Pauline church) reportedly offered him forgiveness and he 
became a Christian. See Appendix Note No. 13, Edward Gibbon, Vol. II, op 
cit., p. 587. 
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stantine was, in fact, so successful that the priests went further by 
carrying out very successful underground work for him, and they 
were indeed behind his success in reuniting the Roman empire. 
Constantine, thus, exploited the golden opportunity whereby the 
prelates of Constantinople (overshadowed by the imperial courts 
and protected by the imperial armies) "tended to accept the claims 
of the emperors to control the church and to decide any dispute 
that arose in the ecclesiastical sphere." 1 After all, those clergymen 
in the new city, the Constantinople, felt no better choice, because 
"the emperors of fourth century were men of autocratic disposition, 
and they expected everyone, including the leaders of the church, 
to obey them." 2 Those emperors were concerned with maintaining 
"the unity of the public cult as the basis and guarantee of the unity 
of the empire." 3 . By virtue of political consideration as well as his 
good control over the clergymen, Constantine, therefore, took ad- 
vantage ot having a united church which wouid be loyal to him and 
whose center would be based in Rome (not in Jerusalem!). This 
means that the whole of Christendom had to be under the realm of 
the Roman Bishop, who in turn was subservient to the emperor. 
Naturally, therefore, Christians' obedience to the Roman bishop 
meant allegiance or loyalty to the emperor. As such, the followers 
of the Apostolic church, particularly the Berber communities of 
North Africa under the leadership of Donatus, strongly suspected 
this move as a political strategy by a foreign ruler to subjugate them, 
They firmly believed that Jesus never said anything about Rome to 
be the center of his teaching. So, the Christian Berbers of North 
Africa remained under the leadership of Bishop Donatus who stood 



1 Brian Tierney, The Crisis of Church & State 1050-1300 (New Jersey: 
Prentice-Hall. Inc., 1964), p. 9- 

2 Ibid., p. 8. 

3 Arend Th. Van Leeuwen, Christianity in World History: The Meetings of the 
Faiths of East Stnd West, trans. fc>y H.H. Hoskins (.New York: Charles Scribner'n 
Sons, 1964), p. 275 
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firm against the Bishop of Rome for forty years. They maintained 
for years their fundamental tenets, notably that of the belief in the 
Divine Unity of God, and Jesus as His prophet. 1 

Constantine's leverage on Christianity does not suffice to 
prove that he himself was a devoted Christian. Historian R. Richter 
agrees with E. Gibbon that Constantine's Christianity was due en- 
tirely to political considerations. Another historian, Burckhardt, 
developed the view that Constantine was constitutionally indifferent 
to religion; and that "in his later years he exhibited personal inclina- 
tions rather towards paganism than towards Christianity." 2 In fact, 
many of his subjects still believed in Roman gods (like Jupiter); and 
in order to please them, Constantine in his later years (and in col- 
laboration with the clergymen) made some decisions in their favor, 
which quite proved that he also worshiped the Roman gods. One 
such decision, for instance, was the declaration of the Roman Sun- 
day as the Christian Sabbath; another was the adoption of the 
Roman Sun-god's birthday (the twenty fifth of December) as the 
birthday of Jesus. These were just some of the decisions made 
during the Nicene Council, which was ratified by Emperor Constan- 
tine himself. In fact, it was when the old controversy between Arius 
and Bishop Alexander re-emerged that Emperor Constantine con- 
vened the Nicene Council. 

So, the Pauline Church won in the end. The Nicene creed 
was ratified by Emperor Constantine, whose religion was still a sub- 
ject of doubt, and whose mind had not been enlightened either by 
study or by inspiration. 3 This Council ultimatelyagreedtocall Christ 
"the Son of God, only begotten of the Father... of the substance of 



1 Muhammad Ata Ur Rahim, op. cit., p. 81. 

2 See Appendix Note No. 18, Edward Gibbon, Vol. II, op. cit., p. 593. 

3 Edward Gibbon, Vol. II, op. cit., pp. 376-377. 
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the Father... very God of very God." 1 It also officially declared the 
Trinitarian concept as the official doctrine of the Pauiine Church; 
and ratified the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John as the 
only four canonical gospels. 

The Nicene Council also decided to destroy all gospels writ- 
ten in Hebrew, resulting in the burning of nearly three hundred other 
accounts (many of them eye-witness accounts). The Pauline 
Church authorities went further by declaring possession of an un- 
authorized gospel a capital offense. This was part of Athanasius' all- 
cut strategy to unify Christendom, which resulted in the killing of 
over a million Christians in the years that followed the Nicene Coun- 
cil. The Gospel of St. Barnabas, however, reportedly survived until 
now as the only eye-witness account of the life and mission of Jesus 
Christ (peace be upon him). It was accepted as a canonical scrip- 
ture by the Christians of Alexandria till 325 A. D. 2 This Gospel foretold 
the coming of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). 

At this point, it is worth noting that three years after the Coun- 
cil of Nicea, Constantine's lack of objectivity in settling the dispute 
(being ignorant of the theological roots of the Trinitarian controver- 
sy) had surfaced. Constantine, influenced by his sister's pro-Arian 
inclination, soon protected Arius by repeatedly signifying his will 
that the latter be restored to the Catholic communion. Athanasius 
- a man who engineered the Athanasian creed - objected strongly 
to this idea. Constantine was, however, determined to solemnly 
admit Arius to the communion in the cathedral of Constantinople, 
but on the same day fixed for his triumph in 336 A.D. , the latter died. 



1 A.M. Renwick, op, cit., p. 54. 

2 Lonsdale and Laura Ragg, Ed. and Trans., Tne<3o$pel of Barnabas (Karachi: 
Begum Aisna Bawany Waqf, 1986), p. 274, 

3 Ibid. pp. 122-123. 
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Athanasius was found to be responsible for the death of Arius. 
So, Constantine persecuted the former, and exiled him to the remote 
province of Gaul for about twenty-eight months. The Emperor was 
so greatly moved by the tragic death of Arius, and with the strong 
influence of his pro-Arian sister Constantina, he became a Christian. 
Just a year after his reported conversion, Emperor Constantine died 
in 337 A.D. as an Arian Christian. Ironically, the Emperor died in 
the faith of those he had persecuted and killed - the members and 
leaders of the Apostolic Church who affirmed the Divine Unity of 
God, with Jesus as His apostle. 



After the death of Constantine, Athanasius had a not -too-long 
respite, when again he was subjected to persecution by the then 
Emperor Constantius, who was also pro-Arian. Athanasius, in fact, 
passed three years in the Vatican for his second exile from 
Alexandria around 339 A.D. Again, in 356 A.D he was expelled from 
Alexandria for the third time. His life was in most imminent danger 
as the conspiracy by those prelates who opposed his creed won 
the heart of Emperor Constantius, resulting in more terrible edicts 
against him. For instance, liberal rewards were promised, by Im- 
perial edict, to the man who should produce Athanasius dead or 
alive; and the severe penalties were denounced against those who 
should dare protect the public enemy. So, Athanasius attempted 
to escape by embarking on several adventures, one of which led to 
an illicit, adulterous affair between him and a young lady, who was 
celebrated in the whole city for her exquisite beauty. During the six 
years of his exile and persecution, he continued to pay her visits. 2 
This disclosure of an immoral affair involving the founder of the 
Athanasian creed is not very surprising since many of the Christian 
clergymen have been involved in adultery and other major crimes. 
Considering the historical background pertaining to Athanasius' im- 



1 Muhammad Ata Ui Rahim, op. cit., p. 104. 

2 See Edward Gibbon , Vol II., op cit. p. 402. 



moral conduct and perversive personality, it is a pity that Christians 
nowadays still adhere to the Athanasian creed (the belief in Trinity!). 

By the same token, although Emperor Constantine ratified 
the Trinitarian doctrine, the fact that he died in the faith of those who 
opposed it (the Christians who believed in One God the Almighty) 
proves that he did not adhere to it. This confirmed the validity of the 
proposition that his mediating role inthe Trinitarian controversy was 
politically motivated and not spiritually inspired. Unfortunately, the 
foundation and growth of Christianity have been largely influenced 
by politics and self-interests, rather than by the practical life and the 
authentic teachings of Jesus (peace be upon him). The influence 
of Paul on today's Christianity is another obvious case in point. This 
is thoroughly covered in the following section. 

THE INFLUENCE OF PAUL AND THE 
PAULINE CHURCH ON THE TRINITARIAN 

DOGMAS 



Paul was a self-proclaimed apostle to the Gentiles. Referen- 
ces to his life and personality were partly based on primary source, 
notably his letters, and partly on the account given by Luke in Acts. 
The primary nature of Paul's life account (history), in fact, aggravates 

the suspicion that he tailored everything to suit his motive (apparent- 
ly implicit) of getting to the top of Christendom power. 

Indeed, the very foundation of Christianity today emerged 
through the great influence of Paul. As the founder of today's Chris- 
tianity, Paul testifies: 

"According to the grace of God which was given to mc, as a 



19 



wise master builder I have laid the Foundation, and another 
builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. " 

Michael Hart, an American mathematician, historian and 
publisher, in his ranking of the 100 most influential persons in his- 
tory places Paul (not Jesus Christ) as the second most influential 
person in history - next only to the Prophet Muhammad (peace be 
upon him). 2 I n his ranking, Hart clearly recognizes the fact that Paul 
was the real founder of today's Christianity. Paul surprisingly out- 
ranks Jesus in Hart's listing, because he wrote more books of the 
Bible than those of its other authors, whereas Jesus did not write a 
single word in it. Surprisingly enough, the so-called epistles of Paul 
to the Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephiseans, Philippians, 
Colossians, Thessalonians, Timothy, Titus and to Philemon have 
virtually no reference to the true words uttered by Jesus (peace be 
upon him). 



Except for four repugnant verses, which were allegedly at- 
tributed to Jesus (peace be upon him), virtually all of the more than 
two thousand verses of the epistl es of Paul are his own fabrications. 
Christians should know that Paul himself mentions his own gospel, 
not Jesus's, in his epistle to the Romans when he says "In the day 
when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according 
to my gospel." (Romans 2:16). In fact, the Pauline Epistle to the 
Romans serves as the foundation of today's Christianity. 3 Indeed, 
this is so strange and ironical, knowing that none of its more than 
430 verses was ever formulated by Jesus. Paul should have made 



1 1 Corinthians 3:10 

2 See Michael Hart, The Top 100: A Ranking of the Most Influential Persons in 
History (New York: Hart Publishing Co-., 1978. 

3 Ironically, Martin Luther himself asserts that the Pauline Epistle to the Romans 
is "the most important document in the New Testament, the gospel in its 
purest form." See Lewis W. Spitz, ed., The Protestant Reformation (New 
Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1966), p. 36. 
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direct reference to the pristine teachings of Jesus (peace be upon 
him), if only the former's claim for apostleship or divine inspiration 
was, indeed, true. Instead, large parts of his epistles' Biblical quota- 
tions (notably those in the Epistle to the Romans) were taken from 
the Old Testament - Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Deuteronomy, 2 
Samuel, 1 Kings, Psalms, Proverbs, Isaiah, Ezekiel and Hosea. His 
epistles were, indeed, a product of tedious efforts, but that does 
not make Paul far better than any of the other men who authored 
the Bible. 

It is worth noting that the Athanasian Creed, as mentioned 
earlier, was never taught by Jesus (peace be upon him). In fact, the 
word Trinity or the Athanasian Creed itself is nowhere found in the 
Bible. 

Trinitarian dogma was merely deduced from I John 5:7, which 
states: "For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, 
the Word and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one". Christian 
scholars of the Bible later found that this dogma was an interpola- 
tion in the King James version. In fact, no less than a group of 32 
Christian scholars of highest eminence, advised by a board of 50 
representatives of various denominations came up in 1946 with a 
revised standard version of the New Testament, and of the whole 
Bible in 1952, discarding the foregoing passage. 1 

One of the major innovations of the Pauline church is the 
blood atonement. 2 In his epistle to the Romans, Paul says: 



1 See the section "A Hint About the References" Reference No. 1 (d) in A. 
Abdel-Wahab Ali, The Christ As Seen in the Sources of the Christian Beliefs 
(Cairo: Wahba Book Shop, 1983) 

2 Other related innovations ate the divinity of Jesus, the divine sonship of Jesus 
and the original sin. 
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"Much more then, having now been justified by his Blood, 
we shall be saved from wrath through Him". 

Other related Biblical passages, wherein the Christian dogma 
of blood atonement or vicarious sacrifice is probably inferred from, 
are as follows: 

"knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, 
like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by 
your fathers", "but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a 
lamb without blemish and without spot. " 

"Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in 



remembrance of Me. 



„3 



"This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 

"My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made per- 
fect in weakness. " 

The foregoing verses, indeed, contradict the key teaching of 
Jesus, pertaining to salvation, which says: 

"For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the 



1 Romans 5:9 
21 Peter 1:18-19 
31 Corinthians 11:24 

4 1 Corinthians 11:25 

5 2 Corinthians 12:9 
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righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no 
means enter (he kingdom of heaven. " 

Christians however, may always find ways to defend the 
Trinitarian heresy. They may, for instance, bank on Paul's baseless 
imagination concerning the role of Jesus:"... Christ came, who is 
overall, the eternally blessed God." 2 This is, however, absurd, 
knowing that there is no single, unequivocal statement in the Bible 
whereby Jesus himself declares: "I am God, therefore, worship me" 
Instead he said: I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and 
My judgement is righteous, because I do not seek my own will but 
the will of My father who sent Me.' 3 ..My Father is greater than 
I " 4 "For I have not spoken of my own authority; but the Father who 
sent Me qave Me a command, what I should say and what I should 



"And I know that his command is everlasting life. There e 
fore whatever I speak, just as the Father has told me, so I speak." 



speak. 



These are just few of the verses which explicitly prove that Jesus 
(peace be upon him) claimed that he was 'sent' by God. In this 
regard A Doctor of Divinity and a noted Christian professor of 
Church History, A.M. Renwick, himself emphasizes that the one who 
is 'sent' is a messenger. 

Paul's explicit confession that he "separated to the Gospel of 
God' 8 should give Christians courage to doubt his self-made dog- 



1 Matthew 5:20 

2 Romans 9:5 

3 John 5:30 

4 John 14.28 

5 John 12:49 

6 John 12:50 

7 A.M Renwick; The Story of the Church (Bristol Inter-Vars.ty Press. 1977) p 19 

8 Romans 1:1 
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mas. Jesus and alt the other prophets (peace be upon them all) 
taught the unity of God (as manifested, for instance, in Exodus 20:2- 
5; Isaiah 44:6; John 5:44, 17:3). They had never taught Paul's in- 
novations. So, any reverence to Paul is , per se, a rebellion against 
Jesus himself. 

Moreover, if Saul (the other name of Paul) had, indeed, heard 
in a vision: "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?" 1 , he obvious- 
ly deserved this humiliating remark, because he had, in real life, 
severely persecuted the true followers of Jesus. Paul himself tes- 
tifies: 

"Indeed, I myself thought I must do many things contrary to 
the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 

"This I also did in Jerusalem, and many of the saints I shut 
up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; 
and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against 
them. 



"And I punished them often in every synagogue and com- 
pelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly enraged 
against them, J persecuted them even to foreign cities. 



..2 



"For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be 
called apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 



«3 



Indeed, Paul was an avowed enemy both of Jesus and his 
followers. Normative value judgment (let alone the Divine Law of 
God) would disqualify Pauf from being an apostle, bearing in mind 



1 Acts, 22:7 

2 Acts, 26:9-11 

3 1 Corinthians 15:9 
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his known criminal background, particularly with respect to his per- 
secution campaign against the real followers of Jesus. Ironically, 
his claim to apostleship brought him to prison in Caesarea, Rome, 
and during one of his trials, the then Governor of Caesarea, Festus, 
said to him with a loud voice: "Paul, you are beside yourself! Much 
learning is driving you mad!" 1 In fact, he was slain for champion- 
ing the cause of his self-made Christianity. Paul's criminal records, 
indeed, deserved capital punishment. 

Other innovations by the Pauline Church include the adop- 
tion of the following: the Roman Sun-day as the Christian Sabbath; 
the traditional birthday of the Sun-god as the birthday of Jesus; the 
emblem of the Sun-god, the cross of light, to be the emblem of Chris- 
tianity; and the incorporation of all the ceremonies which were per- 
formed at the Sun-god's birthday celebrations into their own rituals. 



THE HOLY QUR'AN AFFIRMS THE UNITY 

OF GOD AND REFUTES THE DOCTRINE 

OF TRINITY 



The Islamic concept of God is crystal clear, and it is purely 
of divine source - not human conjecture. Man, with all his senses, 
sees God's creation around him - both animate and inanimate ob- 
jects. These include the heavens and the earth, and all between 
them - mankind, the sun, the moon, the stars, the rain, the moun- 
tains, animals, vegetables and all kinds of fruits, and many more. 
All these have the same patterns of creation, and are, therefore, 
clear signs that there is One and only True God - Allah the Almighty 

1 Acts, 26:24 

2 Muhammad Ata Ur Rahim, op,_cit.. p. 99. 

3 see the Holy Qur'an, Nahl, 16:1-21 
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and the Supreme Creator. He has asked us to meditate on those 
signs, so we would beableto realize that every creation hasadefinite 
purpose - not accidental nor a mere idle sport. Allah says: "Not for 
(idle sport) did We create the heavens and the earth and all that is 
between!" Elsewhere in the Qur'an, Allah the Almighty likewise 
says: 



"We created not the heavens, the earth, and all between 
them, but for just ends.... For verily it is thy Lord Who is the 
Master-Creator, knowing all things. " 2 

"Your God is one God: as to those who believe not in the 
Hereafter, their hearts refuse to know, and they are ar- 
rogant. 

In order to satisfy further those with inquisitive minds, they 
should ponder over the following explicit accounts of the Oneness 
of God, as stated in the Holy Qur'an: 

"And your God is One God: there is no god but He, Most 



Gracious, Most Merciful. 



>4 



"God! There is no god but He, - the Living the Self-subsist- 
ing Eternal. No slumber can seize Him nor sleep. His are 
all things in the heavens and on earth. Who is there can in- 
tercede in His presence except as He permitteth? He knows 
what (appeareth to His creatures as) Before or After or Be- 



1 Qur'an, Anbiyaa, 21:16 

2 Qur'an, Al-Hijr, 15:85-86 

3 Qur'an, Nahl, 16:22 

4 Qur'an, Baqara, 2:163 






hind them. Nor shall they compass outfit of His knowledge 
except as He willeth. His Throne doth extend over the 
heavens and on earth, and Hefeeleth no fatigue in guarding 
and preserving them for He is the Most High, the Supreme 



(in glory). 



.I 



»2 



"Verify, verily, your God is One! 

"Say: He is God the One and Only; God, the Eternal, Ab- 
solute; He begetteth not, nor is He begotten; and there is 



none like unto Him. 



«3 



The foregoing verses are just some of the numerous Qur'anic 
injunctions, which clearly manifest the Oneness of God. But to rec- 
tify man's baseless conjectures, Allah the Almighty Himself explicit- 
ly brands those who adhere to Trinity and other strange polytheis- 
tic beliefs as blasphemers, as manifested in the following verse: 

"They do blaspheme who say: God is one of three in a 
Trinity: for there is no god except One God. If they desist not 
from their word (of blasphemy), verily a grievous penalty will 
befall the blasphemers among them.' 



ALLAH THE ONE AND ONLY TRUE GOD: 
DEVOID OF ANY PARTNER 



The One and Only true God, Allah, has absolutely no partner. 



1 Qur'an, Baqara, 2:255 

2 Qur'an, Saffat, 37:4 

3 Qur'an, Ikhlas, 112:1-4 

4 Qur'an, Maida, 5:74 
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Indeed, He is self-sufficient. He does not need any associate. So, 
one should not venture into believing that God shares his divinity 
with anyone. Indeed, this is a blasphemous belief, which will only 
pave the way (for someone who cherishes it) to Hell-Fire. The fol- 
lowing Qur'anic verses elucidate the nature of Allah, being the One 
and Only True God, who is absolutely devoid of any partner. 

"Allah is He, than Whom there is no other god; Who knows 
(all things) both secret and open; He Most Gracious, Most 
Merciful. 

"Allah is He, than Whom there is no other god; the 
Sovereign, the Holy One, the Source of Peace (and Perfec- 
tion)' the Guardian of Faith, the Preserver of Safety, the Ex- 
alted in Might, the Irresistible, the Supreme: Glory to God! 
(High is He) above the partners they attribute to Him. 

"One day shall We gather them altogether: We shall say to 
those who ascribed partners (to us): "Where are the partners 
whom ye (invented and) talked about?" 1 

"He knows what is hidden and what is open: too high is He 
for the partners they attribute to Him!" 2 

"He is God, the Creator, the Evolver, the Bestower of Forms 
(or Colours). To Him belong the Most Beautiful Names: 
Whatever is in the heavens and on earth, doth declare His 
Praise and Glory: and He is the Exalted in Might, Wise. " 3 

Any rational human being who sincerely acknowledges the 



1 Qur'an, An 'am, 6:22 

2 Qur'an, Mu-minun, 23:92 

3 Qur'an, Hashr, 59:22-24 



unique attributes of Allah, which are absolutely Divine and true to 
Himself alone, will never associate anything with Him. Allah, the 
one and only true God, is the sole Living God of the Universe. He 
is Eternal, Absolute, Most Compassionate, Most Gracious, Om- 
nipresent, Omniscient, Omnipotent, Most Powerful and Self-Suffi- 
cient. He is the Giver of Life, the Creator of the Heavens and the 
Earth, and all between them. He is the best Disposer of Affairs. He 
is Most High, Great. He is Most Forbearing and the Best of Plan- 
ners. He is quick in retribution, but forgiving and merciful. He is 
Exalted in power, Wise, free of all wants and worthy of all praise. 
He is the Lord of the Throne of Honor. To Him belong the End and 
the Beginning. He is above time and space; hence, no vision can 
ever grasp Him. 



ALLAH RECTIFIES THE CHRISTIANS' 

MISCONCEPTION CONCERNING THE 

DIVINITY OF JESUS 



The Christian concept of God includes Jesus as one of three 
in a Trinity. This is obviously a sort of misconception, which is based 
on their allegation that Jesus is the "Only Begotten Son of God". 
Being All-Knowing, All-Perfect and devoid of all the animalistic 
qualities the Christians attribute to Him, God categorically rectifies 
such misconception as the following verses show: 

"They say, 'God hath begotten a son! - Glory be to Him! He 
is self-sufficient! His are all things in the heavens and on 
earth! No warrant have ye to say this! Say ye about God 
what ye know not?" 



1 Qur'an, Yunus, 10:68 
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"It is not befitting to (the majesty) of God that He should 
beget a son. Glory be to Him! When He determines a mat- 
ter, He only says to it, 'Be, and it is. 



M.1 



"Tfiey say: '(God) Most Gracious has begotten a son!' In- 
deed ye have put forth a thing most monstrous! At it the 
skies are ready to burst, the earth to split asunder, and the 
mountains to fall down in utter ruin, that they should invoke 
a son for (God) Most Gracious. For it is not consonant with 
the majesty of (God) Most Gracious that He should beget a 
son." 2 

"No son did God beget, nor is there any god along with Him: 
(if there were many gods), behold, each god would have 
taken away what he had created, and some would have 
lorded it over others! (He is free) from the (sort of) things 
they attribute to Him! 



"Did He (then) choose daughters rather than sons. 



,4 



The misconception that Jesus (allegedly being the "Only 
Begotten Son") has the same divine essence as the Supreme 
Creator is, indeed, a great unforgivable sin. Every Christian knows 



1 Qur'an, Maryam, 19:35 

2 Qur'an, Maryam, 19:88-92 

3 Qur'an, Mu-minun, 23:91 

4 Qur'an, Saffat, 37:153 
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that Jesus was a man; and as such, he does not possess any of 
the divine attributes of Allah. In fact, the Bible testifies that "God is 
not a man". 1 With this alone, the Christians are either ignorant of 
their own scriptures or they are merely blind -followers of a false goa\ 
After all , their Bible tells them more than once that Jesus was a man. 
By the same token, the Bible mentions the weaknesses of Jesus. 
Just like any other man, Jesus felt the basic human needs of hunger 
and thirst. 3 By the same token, like anyone who needs to rest when 
the day is gone, Jesus also slept. 4 The case of Allah is entirely dif- 
ferent as "No slumber can seize Him nor sleep" 5 and 'there is noth- 
ing whatsoever like unto Him..." 6 Thus, the Christian concept of 
the deity of Jesus is absolutely contrary to the Divine Unity of God. 
The Holy Qur'an states: 

"They do blaspheme who say: 'God is Christ the son of 
Mary.' But said Christ: 'O Children of Israel! worship God, 
my Lord and your Lord.' Wlioeve'r joins other gods with 
God, - God will forbid him the Garden, and the Fire will be 
his abode. Tlxere will for the wrong doers be no one to 
help." 1 

"God has said: 'Take not (for worship) two gods: for He is 
just One God: then fear Me (and Me alone)." 

The Christian doctrine that Jesus had to die on the cross (be- 



1 Numbers 23:19 

2 1 Timothy 2:5; Acts 2:14,22; and John 1:29-30 

3 Matthew 21:18; John 19:28 

4 Mark 4:38; Luke 8:23 

5 Qur'an, Baqara, 2:255 

6 Qur'an, Shura, 42:11 

7 Qur'an, Maida, 5:73 

8 Qur'an, Nahl, 16:51 
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cause nothing in this world is holier than his blood to atone for the 
sins committed by the entire human race) is so obscure. It is ab- 
solutely unthinkable, for instance, that those of the previous 
generations who received and followed the divine messages 
through the chain of former prophets (Noah, Abraham, Moses and 
the like) could not attain salvation simply because they did not af- 
firm Jesus Christ as their saviour. Thus, accepting this misconcep- 
tion would beagainst all laws ever known to man, let alone the Divine 
Law of Allah. 

Allah the Almighty is All-Knowing, and for sure He is fully 
aware of how the Christian Church imposed their own fabricated 
dogmas (like the divinity of Jesus and blood atonement) on peoples 
worldwide. Such dogmas were not at all taught by any of the 
prophets, including Jesus and Muhammad (peace be upon them 
all) . In refuting the Christian concept of salvation (thru Jesus Christ), 
Allah the Almighty explicitly emphasizes that one's own sinis his 
sole responsibility, and should not be borne by another. The Holy 
Qur'an states: 

"Say: 'Shall I seek for (my) Cherisher other than God, when 
He is the Cherisher of all things (that exist)? Every soul 
draws the meed of its acts on none but itself: no bearer of 
burdens can bear the burden of another. Your goal in the 
end is towards God: He will tell you the truth of the things 
wherein you disputed. '" 



BELIEF IN ONE GOD: THE KEY TO 
SALVATION 



1 Qur'an, An 'am, 6:164 
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For one to attain salvation (that is, for him to be saved from 
the torment of Hell-Fire), he has to firmly believe that there is no god 
butthe One and Only True God (Allah). Prophet Muhammad (peace 
be upon him) says: 

"The key to Paradise is the testimony to the fact that there is 
no god but Allah." 1 

"He who died knowing (and acknowledging it) that there is 
no god but Allah, he is in fact entitled to get into Paradise." 

By the same token, any person who deviates from the belief 
in Allah (the One and Only True God) will have Hell-Fire as his ul- 
timate abode, as evidenced in the following saying of Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be upon him): 

"Two things yield inevitable results. A person said: Allah 's 
Messenger, what these two things are? He said: He who died 
associating anything with Allah would definitely enter into 
Hell-Fire and he who died without associating anything with 



Allah he in fact entitled himself to go into Paradise. 
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The foregoing Hadith conforms to Allah's saying that He for- 
gives sins other than that of associating other gods with Him, as 
the following Qur'anic verse manifests: 



1 Reported by Mu'adh b. Jabal, based on Hadith compilation by Muslim. See 
Waliuddin M. B. A. Al-Khatib Al-Umari Al-Tabrizi, Mishkat-ul-Masabih with 
Arabic Text, Vol. I, trans, and annot. by Abdul Hameed Siddiqui (New Delhi: 
Kitab Bhavan, 1984), p. 27. 

2 Reported by Unman (Allah be pleased with him), and also compiled by 
Muslim. Ibid., p. 23. 

3 This Hadith (Prophetic saying) was reported by Jabir (Allah be pleased with 
him), and compiled by Muslim. Ibid., p. 24. 
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"God forgiveth not (the sin of ) joining other gods with Him; 
but He forgiveth whom He pleaselh other sins than this: one 
who joins other gods with God, hath strayed far, far away 
(from the right). 

For anyone to strengthen his faith and attain salvation, he 
should, therefore, contemplate the foregoing verse. He should al- 
ways bear in mind that, being the Wisest of Judges, "God is never 
unjust in the least degree..." Furthermore, the following verses, 
reflecting Allah's justice, should inspire every man to seek salvation 
through complete faith in Him, instead of irrationally seeking salva- 
tion through blood atonement. 



"Wfioever works righteousness, man or woman, and has 
faith, verily, to him will We give a new Life, a life that is good 
and pure, and We will bestow on such their reward according 
to the best of their actions. 
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"He that works evil will not be requited but by the like there- 
of: and he that works a righteous deed - whether man or 
woman - and is a believer - such will enter the Garden (of 
Bliss): therein will they have abundance without measure. 
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"Tliat man can have nothing but what he strives for. 



,S 



"Tlien shall anyone who has done an atom's weight of good, 



1 Quran, Nisaa, 4:116 

2 Quran, Nisaa, 4:40 
3Qur'an, Nahl, 16:97 

4 Qur'an, Mu-min, 40:40 

5 Qur'an, Najm, 53:39 
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see ill And anyone who has done an atom's weight of evil, 



shall see it." 1 

Thus, complete faith in Allah (the One and Only True God) is 
essential for one's own salvation. Faith becomes meaningful only 
when it is translated into practice. So, fortunate is he whose belief 
and deeds are always meant for pleasing Allah alone. 



SUMMARY AND CONCLUDING REMARKS 

This book has shown historical facts surrounding the 
Trinitarian controversy. It has shown that the Trinitarian doctrine 
was ratified only in the fourth century, proving that Jesus (peace be 
upon him) was not its own author. Christendom has for centuries 
been in disarray, and the real followers of Jesus (peace be upon 
him) found the Trinitarian doctrine very strange and abominable. 
They not only opposed it in words, but many of them also stood 
firmly in defense of the Divine Unity of God, a doctrine taught by 
Jesus himself and all other prophets (peace be upon them all). The 
leaders and members of the Apostolic church - a group of the real 
followers of Jesus (peace be upon him) - died in thousands as a 
result of persecution against them by the Romans in collaboration 
with those of the Pauline church. The Unitarian Christians preferred 
to die for a noble cause (i.e., in their great attempt to defend their 
monotheistic belief) rather than accept the mysterious doctrine of 
Trinity. 

The Trinitarian school of thought dominated the Christian 
world only after the Pauline church imposed it by force on those 
who neither understood it nor sincerely accepted it as a divine 






1 Qur'an, Zilzal, 99:7-8 



precept. Such coercion was strongly condemned and resisted by 
those who believed that Jesus was a mere prophet of God, and not 
one of three in a Trinity. Politics, however, played a very significant 
role in selling the idea of Triune God to the Christian masses. In 
fact, it took Christendom more than three hundred years to ratify 
the Trinitarian doctrine. But even after ratification, the Unitarian 
Christians continued to defy it. Imposition of the death penalty for 
those who opposed the Trinitarian system had ultimately given it a 
clear commanding edge over the pristine tenets of the Apostolic 
church. 

The book has likewise examined some of the controversial 
personalities behind the success of the Trinitarian doctrine. These 
include Athanasius, Constantine and Paul. These individuals were 
as controversial as the Trinitarian doctrine itself. For instance, 
Athanasius was considered by virtue of an Imperial decree as a. 
public enemy who was wanted by the then Emperor Constantius 
'dead or alive", and this happened years after the ratification of the 
Trinitarian doctrine. In his attempt to save his life, he resorted to 
hiding from one place to another until he discovered a young woman 
who was known for her exquisite beauty. Their clandestine affair 
resulted in an illicit, adulterous crime by a man who had engineered 
the Athanasian creed (the Trinitarian doctrine). 

By the same token, Emperor Constantine (who ratified the 
Doctrine of Trinity) was himself a tyrant and criminal who murdered 
his son, his wife and many more, because of his lust for political 
power. Neither did he understand the real theological foundation 
of Christianity nor was he himself a real Christian. His crimes, in- 
cluding the murder of thousands of innocent individuals, coupled 
with his paganistic belief, were grievous. Ironically, however, life 
was made easy for him by the Christian clergymen. They offered 
him forgiveness, despite the fact that only God can forgive those 



grievous sins! So, in return, Constantine gave them imperial protec- 
tion; and, subsequently, he ratified for them their doctrine of Trinity. 

Moreover, the very founder of today's Christianity (Paul) was 
himself very controversial. Christians' belief that he was a divinely 
inspired apostle is so obscure. First of all, Paul (who had never per- 
sonally met Jesus) was not among the twelve disciples. Second, 
he had persecuted many of the real followers of Jesus. Third, Paul's 
teachings, in general, contradict those of Jesus (peace be upon 
him). In fact, large part of the New Testament, which was ratified 
by Emperor Constantine during the Nicene Council in 325 A.D., was 
Paul's own fabrications. Specifically, Paul's letters to the Romans, 
the Galatians, the Philippians, and the like were his own making, 
which do not at all conform to the real teachings of Jesus (peace 
be upon him). In fact, this book has shown that virtually all of the 
Pauline epistles had no reference to the practical teachings, per- 
sonal sayings and real personality of Jesus (peace be upon him). 

Based on the historical facts presented in this book, Chris- 
tians only need to use their objectivity and rational thinking to real- 
ize that the man-made Trinity that they have been worshipping all 
the years is nothing but a product of political and personal manipula- 
tions by such men as Athanasius, Constantine and Paul. Their 
criminal backgrounds or immoralities were enough grounds that 
they were devoid of any divine inspiration. It follows, therefore, that 
the Trinitarian doctrine is human and not divine in nature. 

This book has also shown that. the mysterious nature of the 
controversial Trinity can be solved through the concept of God in 
Islam. Several Qur'anic injunctions are presented, which explicitly 
refute the Trinitarian doctrine and the divinity of Jesus; affirm the 
Divine Unity of God; stress the fundamental Truth that God is self- 
reliant, hence devoid of any partner; and highlight the belief in Allah 
(the One and Only True God) as the key to salvation. On the other 
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hand, joining partners with Allah is the key to Hell-Fire, so He com- 
mands us not to worship anyone other than Him. Indeed, Allah is 
self-sufficient; He does not have to share His Divinity with anyone 
else. Therefore, Christians who really seek Truth only need to revert 
to the belief in the absolute Oneness of God, for them to be able to 
avoid the confusion or mystery underlying the Trinitarian doctrine. 
After all, Jesus and all other prophets (peace be upon them all) 
taught the Divine Unity of God, which is the very creed of Islam - the 
peaceful submission to the Will of God. 

Today, Islam has already surpassed Christianity as the Num- 
ber One religion in the world. This is so, because the real seekers 
of Truth found Islam as the only religion that truly advocates the 
belief in the absolute Oneness of God. Furthermore, Islam is grow- 
ing so fast, because many of those who embraced it as their new 
faith have played a very significant role in conveying its message to 
the rest of mankind. 



Islam considers salvation as a personal responsibility, that is 
based on one's faith , piety, righteousness, steadfastness and noble 
service - not an object of blood atonement or vicarious sacrifice. 
It abolishes idolatry, a practice which is commonplace to all other 
religions. It is the only religion in the world that has upheld the ab- 
solute Oneness of God - a divine concept, which in ev^ry respect 
serves as the ultimate solution to the Trinitarian controversy. 
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OUR AIMS 

1. CALLING OTHERS TO ISLAM. 

2. TEACHING THE RITUALS OF IS^ 
LAM TO NEW CONVERTS. 

3. FOSTERING THE TRUE ESSENCE 
OF ISLAM AND CORRECTION OF 
MISCONCEPTS. 

4. PROPAGATION OF ISLAMIC LI- 
TERATURE IN BOOKS IN AUDIO 
VIDEO TAPES IN VARIOUS LAN- 
GUAGE, -g 

5. TRAINING OF ISLAMIC MISSION- 
ARIES IN MANY LANGUAGES AS 
POSSIBLE. 

6. COOPERATE WITH ISLAMIC DA- 
WAH CENTRES INTERNATIONA- 
LY AND LOCAL Y TO THE AD- 
VANCEMENT OF ISLAM, 
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